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Te Aua Tiare, The Garden of Flowers
Installation by Richard Cooper in the foyer of the
Fisher Gallery.

One of the maost important art expressions of the Cook
Islands s Tivaevae making. The early 19th contury suw the
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arrival of missionar-

ies to the Cook
Iskands. They
brought with them
the skills of patch-

work and quilt
making, which they
taught. The quilts
are known as
Tivaevae Manu,
Tivaevae Tataura
and Tivacvae Taorei,
Commonly made up
of sewn colourful
flowers such as iris,
orchids, hibiseus,
chrysanthermum,
and water lly Bt
Aflower that ap-
peals to Richard Cooper is the hibiscus flower. Today you
see it printed on shirts, lavalava, quilts, as well as @ myriad
of other items representing Pacifica n a ceremonial way

~ g andisasymbolofa
way of life, woven into
these missionary
inspired quilts
Coopers concept
based on the impor-
tance of the family. He
is concerned with

social values in society:
“When you plant a seed you are hoping that it will grow into &
beautiful flower. However it won't happen on its own. It
needs water, sunlight, protection, nurturing and the removal
of weeds that choke it from growing

Statistcs show that South Auckland is suffering from a decay
of social structures, with child and spouse abuse, abortions.
youth suicide, and a high erime rate.

Our answers are within our own four walls, or homes. As
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parents we are responsible for raising our children, the best
way we can. With much love, patience. and support, we can
help nurture these flowers to grow.

Richard Cooper
Cooper has sculptured his hibiscus 3 ~
flowers from metal sheet and manuka
stems. lashed
together with flas. A total of

50 flowers, representing the

blossoming of children, youth
and adults

The materials. although not
organic as the original flowers,
will have a life span roughly
equal to the human life eyele,
before they deteriorate.

He has arranged them in the
gallery using the space as his
quilt. Al who walk through
the environment are pat of it
Cooper has created this

installation for the Fisher
SN Gl the contemporary art
Ve museun for Manukan City:
Tivacvae Rakau, a wooden
Tivaevae Cooper has made from domestic materials. The
quilt and wooden applique is made from recycled rimu
‘weatherboards which once was a house, a home to a South.
Auckland family before its demolition.
Richard Cooper hopes to
encourage our youth to
focus on education to-
wards a prosperous career.
Many friends, family and
others have immigrated
here for this purpose.
Te Aua Tiare, The Garden
‘of Flowers, was a name
given by Cooper's mother,
Te Kura Ingatau Manu,
‘who was bom in Aitutaki,
Cook Islands, to whom he
expresses his gratitude for
nurturing him like &
flower.
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Children: 1. George
Do N

3. Richard Waler

4. Isaiah Lehi Mosiah
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