Teariki Engu: Takapini, detail, 2005
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Engu considers his ancestral history, charred wooden
posts a reminder of Cook Island religious totems

burnt by Christian missionaries. In torching his own
work, Engu reignites memory by experiencing both

the desolation of the fire's destructive power and the
solace of the homefires where his forbears congregated
to grieve together. - Ann Poulson
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